Schools in bankrupt city work to prove
poverty is no barrier to success
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education dollars. Now, facing $1.5 million in cuts to the
2012-2013 school year budget, the superintendent of
schools in Central Falls says funding for the Growing
Readers Initiative is in peril, jeopardizing the ongoing
collaboration and shared learning between the teachers
that has clearly been key to their students’ successes.
Late last year, Sean F. Reardon, a Stanford University
sociologist, published a study that showed the
achievement gap between children from high- and lowincome families (from the top 10% of family incomes and
the bottom 10% of family incomes) has grown by 30-40%
among children born in 2001 versus those born 25 years

earlier. Reardon’s work was recently highlighted in the
New York Times, as was work by Susan M. Dynarski
and Martha J. Bailey, both of the University of Michigan,
which showed that the disparity in college completion
rates – the single most powerful predictor of future
success – has grown 50% between kids from wealthy
families and those from poor families – since the 1980s.
There is much to be concerned about in those statistics
and even more in the challenges confronting kids and
families across the country. There are also signs of hope
that poverty does not need to imprison consecutive
generations. One of the places that gives meaning to this
hope is Central Falls, Rhode Island.

Watch NBC segments here:
http://www.thelearningcommunity.com/site/nbc/

Get in Touch. Find Out More.
Come Visit.
The Learning Community
www.thelearningcommunity.com
21 Lincoln Avenue Central Falls, RI 02863
401-722-9998

